
Devotion for Maundy Thursday                                                                April 9, 2020 
 

Welcome  
 
 

Opening Hymn                        Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
 
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; leave behind all gloom and sadness. 

Come into the daylight’s splendor; there with joy your praises render 

Unto him whose grace unbounded has this wondrous supper founded. 

Though he reigns above most holy, deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
Now I kneel before you lowly, filled with joy most deep and holy, 

As with trembling awe and wonder on your mighty work I ponder, 

How by mystery surrounded, depths that no one ever sounded. 

None may dare to pierce unbidden secrets that with you are hidden. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life, I pray you, let me gladly here obey you. 

By your love I am invited; be your love with love requited. 

By this supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

Through the gift of grace you give me as your guest in heav’n receive me. 

 
 
Opening Verses 
 
L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
L:  On this night, Christ Jesus gathered with His disciples in the upper room 

C:  and ate with the one who would betray Him. 
 
L:  On this night, Christ, the suffering servant, took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet, saying: 

C:  A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 
 
L:  On this night, Christ our Lord gave us His holy supper. 

C:  That we who eat this bread and drink this cup may proclaim His death, receive His body and 

blood, have His forgiveness, and on the Last Day share in His resurrection. 
 

L:  On this night Christ, the Lamb of God, gave Himself into the hands of those who would  

put him to death. 

C:  and was abandoned by those who followed Him. 

  
 
Confession 
 
L: We confess our sins. 

All:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned  



against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with my whole 

heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am 

deeply sorry for them.     
 

silence for private confession 
 

L: Jesus says to his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for the 

guilt of our sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?  

All:  Yes, I believe.  
 
L:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, our sins are forgiven. We can be assured that we are 

dear children of God and heirs of eternal life.  

 
 
Prayer 
 
L:  Lord Jesus, this holy Thursday was a solemn day for you and is now a sacred day for us. As we 

meditate on what you said and did during the hours before you were crucified, help us to hear 

your Word with understanding and, when we are able again, to celebrate your Supper with 

appreciation for what it cost you and for what it means for us. Deepen our resolve to reflect your 

commitment to us in our devotion to you. For your name’s sake,  

All:  Amen. 

 
 
Scripture Reading                  Matthew 26:17-30         
 
17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do 

you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is 

near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as 

Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, 

he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 
23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of 

Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be 

better for him if he had not been born.” 
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell 

you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in 

my Father’s kingdom.” 
30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 



Devotion          1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 
 
Prayer  
          
L: Heavenly Father, we remember tonight how Jesus gave us his Holy Supper and allowed himself 

to be betrayed so we can be saved.  

C: Hear our prayers for ourselves, your Church and the world.  
 
L: Dear Lord, bless our partner churches throughout the world. Strengthen our common confession, 

so that we rejoice in the oneness you give us. When we stray, help us to call each other back to 

your truth.  

C: Provide opportunities for us and Christians around the world to encourage each other and 

proclaim your Son, who poured out his blood for our forgiveness.  
 
L: Dear Lord, we confess that we are prone to stray. Guard and defend each of us from the 

temptations of the devil, the world and our own sinful flesh.  

C: Forgive our sins, strengthen our faith and keep us as your own until you bring us to feast with 

angels and all your saints at the heavenly banquet.  
 
L: Dear Lord, as your Son washed his disciples’ feet and then offered himself in service by going to 

the cross,  

C: Give us humble hearts that are ready always to serve our families, our friends, our 

communities and even our enemies, caring for everyone in your name and using our lives to do 

your will.  
 
L:  Bring an end to conflict, terror and violence, and foster peace among the nations and within our 

own land. Stem the advance of the Covid-19 virus, grant comfort in your Son to the fearful, and 

bring healing to those who are ill according to your good and gracious will.  

C:  Guide our leaders and all those in authority, that their decisions and actions may serve for the 

welfare of all citizens, especially in these perilous times.  
 
L:  Father, your Son carried all our weakness, sin and death in his body, that we may be granted 

grace in all our needs. For his sake, keep all of us in your gracious care [including ____________]. 

And as you open your heart to our needs, open our hearts to the needs of others.  

C:  Give us a special measure of compassion for the sick, the poor, the homeless, the unemployed, 

the disabled, the mentally ill, and the abused.  
 
L:  As we remember your Son’s Passion this week, move us to repentance and strengthen our faith.  

C:  For it is only through Christ, the merciful King of our salvation, that we are able to pray with 

confidence as your dear children:  

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 



forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Blessing 
 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.  

All: Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn                                   Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 
 
Jesus, your blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, with joy shall I lift up my head. 
 
Lord, I believe were sinners more than sands upon the ocean shore, 

You have for all a ransom paid, for all a full atonement made. 
 
When from the dust of death I rise to claim my mansion in the skies, 

E’en then this shall be all my plea: Jesus has lived and died for me. 
 
Jesus, be worshiped endlessly! Your boundless mercy has for me, 

For me and all your hands have made, an everlasting ransom paid. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to join us tomorrow for our online Good Friday and Easter Sunday worship services. You 

will find the links to the devotions, bulletins, announcements, etc… at www.zionallenton.org or on our 

facebook page.  

 

Thanks to those who participated in producing and getting this service out over the internet: Bonnie 

Herman, Kyra Herman, Keith Herman, Alyce Herman, Mallory Lindert, Christa Musack, Lily Musack and 

Anna Bode.  

 

http://www.zionallenton.org/

